[Prenatal diagnosis of homozygous pyruvate kinase deficiency].
Two consecutive cases of severe neonatal anaemia due to severe deficiency in pyruvate kinase were observed in the same sibhood. The first child died one hour after birth and the second required major transfusion support. Pyruvate kinase deficiency is a rare cause of congenital anaemia with recessive autosomic inheritance. Clinically, this deficiency has a very variable expression, and neonatal forms are not always very severe. Several variant molecules in pyruvate kinase deficiency have been described. Recent progress in our understanding of the gene would suggest the possibility of new diagnostic and prognostic approaches.